DEMOCRATIC WOMEN of

President’s Message
DWNC President Sarah Anderson

As we face these challenging fiscal and political times, the Democratic Women of
North Carolina are committed to standing ready with all Democrats, from those
working at the precinct level to our Congressional delegation, to do what is
necessary to defend our Democratic ideals.

DWNC was founded in 1961, in part, because Governor Terry Sanford recognized
the strength and talents among the Democratic women of this state. We are com-
mitted to having every citizen in this state feel that strength once more and having
every Democrat running for office reap the benefits of the talents among us.

Our mission as outlined for us by our founding sisters is:
To support and promote the principles of the Democratic Party
To encourage women to seek public office and to participate in Democratic
Party activities
To work with the North Carolina Democratic Party Executive Committee to
strengthen the Democratic Party in North Carolina
To assist in organizing and maintaining active Democratic Women’s
organizations at the state, region and county levels
To initiate and carry out programs and projects on behalf of the Democratic
Party, and to promote the election of Democrats.

Today, the DWNC has a membership of over 3200 women. We continue to expand our

organization through our county chapters and seek to establish county chapters where
there are none. This enables us to prepare and coordinate political efforts with our De-
mocratic county parties, the Coordinated Campaign and the GOTV efforts of the state

party.

In 2008, Democratic women comprised 58.26% of all registered Democrats, and
accounted for 59.27% of all votes cast by Democrats. Democratic women were the largest
voting bloc in the state casting 27.99% of all votes cast in 2008. Democratic women
are critical to Democratic victories in North Carolina.

We will continue to build and strengthen the relationship between the Democratic
Women and our elected Democratic leadership at every level, working with all Democ-
rats to ensure that North Carolina continues to be an innovator in all sectors of life,
thereby sustaining our shared commitment to the ideal of a better life for everyone.

Name Our Newsletter

We'’ve checked and checked and we’re unable to find any information that
officially gives our newsletter a name. You are all invited to submit an entry
for the NAME OUR NEWSLETTER CONTEST. The DWNC will pay your
Registration fee (not meals and lodging) to our next convention in
Greenville, NC Fall 2011. So please, submit those entries to Felita via
email, mayberryfrd@aol.com We don’t want to remain nameless!!
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Democratic Women of North Carolina

Democratic Women That Rock!

In this issue we would like to high-
light one of the senior female mem-
bers of the NC General Assembly.
She is none other than The Honor-
able Maggie Jeffus of Guilford
County. Maggie was re-elected in

Nov 2010 and when that term is com-

plete, she will have completed 20
years in the legislature. Since her
first election in 1990, Maggie has
been an advocate of education partly
due to her background in Education.
Maggie was a middle school teacher
in Greensboro before joining the leg-
islature. She has served on the Edu-
cation Appropriations Committee
and has served 3 terms as Chair of

the General Government Appropria-
tions Committee, and a member of
the Full Appropriations committee to
name a few. She was instrumental in
achieving the Haw River State Park
legislation. She most enjoys helping
constituents with their issues and
situations that they have related to
State Government. Maggie is moti-
vated by knowing that she makes a
difference in the lives of others. For
pleasure she enjoys the Greensboro
Symphony, reading, and traveling
and of course, State Legislature. She
1s married to Ted Thompson and has
5 grandchildren.

Rep. Maggie Jeffus
NC House District 59

Upcoming Events

Mark your calendars for these events!!

March 12: Region 7 Annual Meeting, the Regional Library, Cameron Village, Raleigh 10 am to noon. RSVP Pat

Hawkins sphawkins@earthlink.net New officers will be elected and Standing Committee positions filled, per the
DWNC Constitution and Bylaws, as this is an odd-numbered year.

MARCH 19: Region 10 Annual Meeting , Washington, NC on Saturday, March 19th at 11:00am at King

Chicken. The theme of the meeting is "Democratic Women Working Today to Transform Tomorrow" and the guest
speaker will be State Auditor Beth Wood. Another honored guest will be Sarah Anderson, President of
NCDW. New officers will be elected as this is an odd-numbered year. Other details are pending.

MARCH 26: Region 5 Annual Meeting, 10 am, The Bistro, Winston-Salem

APRIL 30: Jefferson Jackson Dinner hosted by NCDP, Raleigh

MAY 14: NCDP Congressional District Conventions

for all pertinent information. http://www.nfdw.com/

details soon.

APRIL 9-16: NCDP County Conventions held, check with your county party for date and location

APRIL 30: Jefferson Jackson Breakfast hosted by the Democratic Women of Wake County, Raleigh

MAY 18-23 NATIONAL FEDERATION OF DEMOCRATIC WOMEN (NFDW) CONVENTION Please see website

SEPT 16-18, DWNC CONVENTION hosted by the DW of Pitt County, Greenville, Look for
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Kudos to SPECIAL GREETINGS
Brenda Pollard TO WILMA CUNNINGHAM

Congrats to Brenda

WhO was recently Wllma Cunningham iS the
appointed by Governor oldest member of The Democ-
Perdue to the NC ratic Women of Moore County.
She celebrated her 104th birth-
Museum of Natural day January 18t 2011, HAPPY,
Science Advisory HAPPY BIRTHDAY WILMA!!!
Commission.

Women with Resolve

The Democratic Women of North Carolina are fast preparing for the huge challenge before us. To help develop our
voice and purpose we must become an integral part of the process. We must learn to use the tools available to express
our concerns and position on many of the issues that will develop as the Republicans try to undo the changes we have
made. Given the outcome of 2010 it is time to take their intent seriously and help drive our Party toward defining solid
ground and how to hold it.

Resolutions are an important mechanism for expression within the Party; and the DWNC wishes to become more in-
volved. The DWNC Resolutions Committee has been formed and Brenda Pollard is the current Chair. The group is
tasked with getting us up to speed on how to write and support resolutions that will make the cut for the North Caro-
lina Democratic Party.

The Presidents of each Chapter have been sent a package introducing the Committee and providing documents about
process, guidelines and examples. We encourage each DWNC Chapter to review the information and establish a resolu-
tion committee at the local level. This is a new process and requires use and feedback to improve. We hope all will par-
ticipate and help create the feminine voice within the Democratic experience. For questions, concerns, submittals or
suggestions please contact Brenda Pollard (919.489.3229/BrendaHPollard@aol.com) or Pamela Hawe (919.610.2450/
pamhawe@centurylink.net).

Meet Shirley Roberts

President Sarah Anderson is pleased with questions or con- will again insure that those women

to announce the appointment of cerns they may have, to are informed of how they can best
Shirley Roberts to the position of insure that information serve as the liaison between the Con-
DWNC Regional & Congressional is moving in both direc- gressional District and the DWNC.
District Coordinator. This is a newly tions, from the DWNC

created position that capitalizes on to the Regions and from

Shirley's experience of being a two the Regions to the

term Regional Director and a former DWNC. In addition, for
chapter president (not to mention her  those Regions where the
many other activities within the Regional Director is not  ghirley Roberts

Party). Shirley has been charged the Congressional Dis- DWNC Regional &

with assisting Regional Directors trict Representative she Congressional Coordinator
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2011 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

At out convention in September, Greenville DONKEY AWARDS will be presented to the local groups who increase their
membership in 2011.

Increase from 2010: Award

1 — 10 members Mint Donkey

11 — 20 members Olive Donkey

21 — 30 members Lime Donkey

31 — 40 members Peridot Donkey
41 — 50 members Turquoise Donkey
50+ members Emerald Donkey

To comply with our bylaws, groups should submit their membership rosters and dues to
DWNC by March 31. (We’d also like to receive a copy of your bylaws.) Our numbers
should grow throughout the year, and we want to recognize your ongoing efforts to in-
crease our numbers and enhance the positive impact of Democratic Women statewide!

So, what do you need to do?

By March 31: Send your rosters (preferably in electronic format), dues ($3.00 per female member), and bylaws to DWNC
1st VP Joan Dressler (jbdressler@triad.rr.com / 1600 Red Forest Rd., Greensboro, NC 27410).

When you add members: Send updated rosters (highlighting the new members) and dues to DWNC,;

By August 1: Make sure DWNC has your most up-to-date roster and the dues payment for all members so we can deter-
mine which GREENVILLE Donkey Award your group will receive.

Thanks and Let’s Grow!
www.democraticwomenofnc.org

Democratic Women
of North Carolina
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